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Upcoming    

Sermon Series  

 

January 1  

Dreaming the Dream-
Wake up to Godôs dream 

inside you. 
 

January 8  

Discovering Your      
Birthright ï You were   

created with a purpose 
 

January 15  

Your Burning Bush ï      
Be aware of those        

illuminating God moments 
in your life. 

 

Coffee Fellowship  

 

January 22  

Lose Your Big Buts ï   
Allow Godôs strength to 

be displayed in your 
weakness. 

 

January 29  

What Is in Your Hand ï 
Identify and utilize the 
ordinary gifts God has 

given you. 
 

February 5  

Perseverance ï Discover 
a dream for your life far 
greater than your own. 

 

Come join us~!  

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 

Happy New Year!  With all my heart I wish you rich blessings and all the best for     
the New Year, 2017. As the New Year is opening with untold possibilities, I also    
hope and pray that we all dare to follow Godôs directions in new ways in our daily 
lives and in the life of Lemont United Methodist Church.    
 

This is a little story in which a robin said to a sparrow: ñThere is one thing I would 
really like to know: Why do humans have to rush and worry all the time?ò In reply     
the sparrow said to the robin: ñMy dear friend, they probably do not know the Father  
in heaven, who is so kind to you and me.ò  Now one might argue that life is not         
so easy ï especially not in our days. There is a great deal of distress, concern,      
suffering, divorce, terrors, violence, and wars and full of uncertainty around us. 
Whenever we experience these things happening in our midst, we just do not see 
any way out.  Yet, one thing that I am surely aware of is that God is with us always 
and forever more, which we just heard at Christmas. Therefore, regardless of our 
conditions, I encourage you not to lose confidence in the Lord and His leadership in 
your life. Trust in the Lord and allow yourself to fall into the hands of the Lord in order 
to dare to follow Godôs new direction.  God is always with us in the midst of storms. 
 

One of the ways that we can show our trust in Godôs direction is to change                
an attitude.  Of course, weôre afraid of making change.  It's unpredictable, not always   
under our control, maybe different.  Yet, if we go into the year expecting that God is   
going to do new things among us and if we are open to whatever God calls us to do 
and be, I am sure it will be an exciting and fruitful year, both personally and          
communally.  Therefore, let us be open to Godôs revelation in our lives and have      
the courage to seek God in new and wondrous ways!  Let us trust that God will        
continue to guide us along the way.  For that, come to church every chance you get! 
No excuses!  Bring family, friends, and relatives to church!  Take one step further        
to grow your faith by involving in Bible studies and, ministry, mission and service         
opportunities! 
 

In this month, I will offer a sermon series on Pastor Mike Slaughterôs book,            
ñDare to Dream: Creating a God-Sized Mission Statement for Your Life.ò         
This series helps you discern Godôs dream for you and for our church and helps     
you learn to live it out. You will also learn how to develop a life mission statement 
that helps you fully commit to a God-directed lifestyle.  Come join our services and 
discover a dream for your life far greater than your own as you begin brand new   
year 2017. 
 

May God bless you and give you the courage to dare to follow God in a new direction 
in this year and the years to come!                                                                       
 

Grace and Peace to you,  
Pastor Hyo Sun Oh  



HAPPY BIRTHDAY                           HAPPY ANNIVERSARY  

           January 1ðRylee Rainaldi               January 27-Dave & Wendy Myers 

           January 2-Abby Cliff       

  January 2-Teague Cliff                                   

  January 6-Sue Gergescz                    

  January 7-Mary Jane Sykes                              

  January 10-Jodi Stood                             

  January 12-Joanne Goszczycki                                                        

  January 20-Bill Sykes            

  January 20-Norm Ellison                      

  January 21-Don Farrer, Jr.     

  January 24-Jessica & Jackie Kehr  

  January 30-Rob Lange    

  January 30-Shelby Fox     

          

 
 

SCRIP FUNDRAISING  
 

Friendly Scrip Reminder.....                                    

Scrip can be bought as a gift card, or as your own card to 

be used as cash wherever your favorite place to shop may 

be. You buy a card for $25.00, $50.00 or $100.00 and 

YOU GET $25.00, $50.00 or $100.00 to use as cash. The 

church automatically gets a percentage. The list of all 

participating    merchants, restaurants, gas stations are 

in the back of the church. I now have Meijer, Olive Gar-

den/Red Lobster, Walgreens, Walmart/Samõs Club, 

Panera, Jewel, Bass Pro Shop, Home Depot, Buffalo Wild 

Wings, Starbucks, Dunkin Donuts, Target, and Kohl's. 

PLEASE BE AWARE THAT IF YOU BUY A KOHL'S CARD 

YOU CAN USE IT TO PAY YOUR CHARGE!  AND THE 

CHURCH GETS THE PROFIT! At this point no other card 

that I know of Yet allows you to do that.  Scrip is the                       

easiest  Ongoing fundraiser to participate in. We all just 

have to get in the habit of buying those cards to keep on 

hand for things we purchase or place we go on a regular 

basis. As proceeds build up, they can be dispersed where 

our current need is. We started the program 12/7/2015 and as of  12/27/2016 our profits are 

$968.44 ! So basically all our profits will be kept until a need arises and the money will be there!   



 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Sanctuary Volunteers Are Needed!  
 

      As you have seen, the video and audio are up and running.  What we need now are           
volunteers!  We do not want to have one person stuck in the booth every Sunday. Plus we need 
to spread the knowledge around so when someone goes on vacation, there will be someone to 
fill in. Our goal is to have 4-6 people who are comfortable flipping through the computer         
presentation slides and 4-6 people who are comfortable raising and lower the sound on a mic so 
we do not have feedback.  You do not have to worry.  We will walk you through the programs 
and train you so you feel comfortable with the devices!  We just need volunteers!  
           There is a sign-up sheet in the back of the sanctuary for both sound  volunteers.  We need 
people for both the 8:30 and 10:45 services.  The more we have the better.  That means that 
everyone will be able to sit with their family most Sundays.  So, please put your name on the sign 
up sheet or stop by the booth and let Jana Stelter or someone on the Worship committee 
know.  We will get you familiar with the program so you can get in the  rotation to volunteer for a 
service. 

OPEN PANTRY NEWS 

Volunteers are needed to help staff  the Open Pantry. Hours are 

on Monday mornings from 9:30-11:00, this is light work and   

helpful to families that work during the day. The Open Pantry is 

in need of  spaghetti (1 lb. packages), peanut butter, ravioli cans, 

and medium cans of  fruit. 

                      Winter 2017 Photo Exhibit  

 

Richard lee will be having a new photo exhibit at the Lemont 
Center for the Arts on State Street next to the Aldi store starting 
January 6. Hours are Friday noon to about 5 p.m., Saturday and 
Sunday noon to about 5 p.m. The subject is wonderful photos of 
local places in the glory of winter with snow, especially the canal 

and quarries. 
 

  Calling All Musicians                                                                                 
 

We are encouraging all musicians and    

singers who are interested in joining the 

Praise Band to contact Leslie, Bob, or Jana.                  

                 Come  join us!               



       

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                 

 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Liturgist       
Schedule  

 
January 1  

 9:30-Richard Lee  

 
       January 8   

8:30ï  
10:45- 

 
January 15         

8:30ï  
10:45ïJudy          
Janovyak  

 
January 22  

8:30- 
10:45 

 
January 29  

8:30- 
10:45-Kurt    

Huegelmann  

 FUN OPPORTUNITY 

Looking for a fun way to participate and serve our church? Then think about joining our 
Activities Committee.  We will be planning activities that include everyone for the year. 
Some suggestions have been a talent show, a ladies luncheon, a game night, a campfire 
and movies. If you are interested, please contact Peg Pecher: (847-204-1747) or the 

church.   Come help us make our church a joy filled church.                             

A Memorable Student  

By Richard H. Lee  

 

I was finishing up a study of teaching in the Bible, using my concordance to find 
good verses but I couldnôt find the one about Paul teaching all night. That is a 
very important story that I found by looking up the word window. I found it in Acts 
20 where Paul went to Troas and stayed for a week, meeting on Sunday to teach 
and worship. 

 

What started as a typical service went far into the night in an upper room where 
a young man, Eutychus (pronounce Uticas) was sitting in a window. He fell 
asleep and fell backward to his death (verse 9). Paul went down and stretched 
himself out on him, eventually reviving him to life again. Paul then got up and 
served the Masterôs Supper and continued teaching stories of faith until dawn! 
How often do you hear of all night preaching and teaching? 

 

He went on to the next destination, leading the boy on foot, probably continuing 
to teach him. He preached a radical life-change before God and an equally      
radical trust in our Master Jesus (v.21 Message). If you read on into verses 29 to 
31, Paul warns of vicious wolves coming to attack the flock and persuading the 
believers to follow them and not Jesus. He also reminds them how he lived a 
simple life like a monk, as John the Baptist did. Paul was able to teach the good 
news or Gospel to this young man along with others at Troas who remain 
unmentioned except for the church hosts or leaders. Some of these early church 
hosts were women, like the woman who specialized in purple cloth, Lydia      
mentioned in Acts 16:14-15. 

 
Another lesson from this young man reminds me of the apostles of Jesus who 
could not stay up to pray with Him in Matthew 26:40-41, especially the Message 
translation. 

                                           SUGGESTED NEW MINISTRY 
In a recent Upper Room devotional, the author talked about visiting a retirement      
center for fellowship and sharing with the residents.  After reading this article, I was so 
moved. Maybe we could form a group to have this kind of ministry!  In the Lemont 
area, there are many centers. Please call me if you are interested. My number is:       
815 838 6318.  Looking forward to hear from you.                                   Paulette Fries 

tel:815%20838%206318

